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Temporary Roundabouts
2019 Build a Better Mousetrap Winner

The City of Wilmington needed a solution to 
better protect drivers and police officers at 4-way 
intersections following a natural disaster like 
hurricanes.   Typically, two rotations of four 
officers will be assigned to intersections where 
the traffic lights are out.   The City of Wilmington 
came up with the idea to use ‘cones’ as a 
temporary roundabout at those intersections.   
One police officer is assigned to the intersection 
with the cones setup around the police car as a 
barrier warning drivers to slow down and go 
around.    The method improved safety at the 
intersections as there have been no wrecks using 
the temporary roundabouts.   And, with one 
policer assigned to work the roundabout, the city 
could make more officers available for other calls.   

City of Wilmington, NC

• Improves safety

• Improves the use of resources

https://www.wilmingtonnc.gov/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/clas/babm/

For more information, contact:

City of Wilmington, North Carolina 
Eric Lippert, Police Officer, Traffic Unit
910-352-8024
eric.lippert@wilmingtonnc.gov
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